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Almighty God, our Father, we hum-

bly ask Your blessings on our govern-
ment and all our representatives gath-
ered here today. We humbly ask Your 
blessing, Your wisdom, and protection 
for our country and for our flag, the 
symbol of our freedom and our home. 
Keep us always aware of the heritage 
which is ours and the freedom and op-
portunities we enjoy as Americans. 

As we bow before You, may we pledge 
anew in our hearts and on our lips to 
preserve this country, its citizens, and 
our way of life. May we continue our 
commitment to You and to our fellow 
man. May we not take that small step 
from tolerance to tyranny in our delib-
erations. 

May we keep foremost in our 
thoughts the welfare and the success of 
our great Nation and work together to 
solve our differences. May we emulate 
the great men and women of the past, 
who, through sacrifice, purchased our 
freedoms. Aid us to commit ourselves 
to preserving them. 

I pray this prayer in the name of 
God, before whom every knee shall ul-
timately bow and every tongue confess 
that You are Lord and God. 

Amen. And amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. GIANFORTE led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN ROBERT 
VICK 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to introduce a constituent, a 
true American hero. What an honor it 
is to introduce Chaplain Robert Vick, 
who currently serves as the American 
Legion National Chaplain. 

Chaplain Vick lives in New Port 
Richey, Florida, with his wife of 62 
years. She is present today as well. To-
gether they have 4 sons, 10 grand-
children, and 16 great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his commitment to his 
family, the chaplain has a great love 
for our country and a passion for serv-
ice. A Korean war-era veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, Chaplain Vick has a distin-
guished record of service. He also has 

been a proud Legionnaire since 1983. I 
am also proud to say that he is a fam-
ily friend. 

Saying that he feels called to use his 
ministerial training to serve the spir-
itual needs of other veterans and their 
families, Chaplain Vick was appointed 
National Chaplain of the 2 million- 
member American Legion last year. 

Even as the U.S. Capitol prepares in 
honoring another humble servant of 
God tomorrow, the Reverend Billy Gra-
ham, I am proud that Chaplain Vick of-
fered this morning’s prayer in the U.S. 
House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAK-
ER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CUTTING TAPE FOR REC-
REATIONAL RODEO COMPETI-
TORS 

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight another example of 
Federal overreach that threatens our 
Montana and Western way of life. Un-
clear Federal regulations could force 
millions of Americans who 
recreationally compete in rodeos or 
participate in other equestrian events 
to get a commercial driver’s license. 
But these are not folks competing for 
their livelihoods. In a recent story in 
the Billings Gazette, Andy Bolich, the 
head coach for the Montana State Uni-
versity rodeo team, said: ‘‘For the 
most part, around Montana, I would 
say rodeo is a hobby for most people.’’ 

Yet Federal regulations could force 
these rodeo participants to wade 
through unnecessary, costly red tape 
for their hobby. That is why I recently 
led a letter which a bipartisan group of 
26 colleagues signed, to the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 
We urged the Department of Transpor-
tation to clarify how the CDL regula-
tions treat those who participate 
recreationally in rodeo events. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue re-
forming, rolling back, and repealing 
unnecessary regulations to protect our 
Montana and Western way of life. 

f 

SUPPORTING SNAP 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 
today is the Anti-Hunger Day of Ac-
tion, and I rise to support the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program, 
or SNAP, which helps feed 40 million 
Americans. 

We live in the richest country in the 
world, yet many Americans struggle to 

get nutritious food to feed their fami-
lies, including 1 out of 5 American chil-
dren. President Trump’s budget would 
worsen the problem by cutting SNAP 
by $213 billion over 10 years. The Presi-
dent’s proposal would also replace fam-
ilies’ flexible monthly SNAP benefits 
with food boxes that contain no fresh 
produce. It basically puts people on ra-
tions. 

So I ask my Republican colleagues: 
Did you really come to Congress to 
take food out of the mouths of hungry 
people, hungry children? Who are you? 

Ending hunger in America is not a 
matter of resources; it is a matter of 
political will. We must invest in our 
nutrition programs to make sure that 
no one’s plate goes empty in America. 

f 

AMERICAN LEGION STORMS THE 
HILL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, the American Legion con-
venes in Washington this week for its 
annual policy conference to meet with 
Federal lawmakers. 

The American Legion was chartered 
and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as 
a patriotic veterans organization de-
voted to mutual helpfulness. It is the 
Nation’s largest wartime veterans serv-
ice organization, committed to men-
toring youth and sponsorship of whole-
some programs in our communities, ad-
vocating patriotism and honor, pro-
moting strong national security, and 
continued devotion to servicemembers 
and veterans. 

Hundreds of local American Legion 
programs and activities strengthen the 
Nation one community at a time. 
Whether it is connecting veterans 
through sporting programs, honoring 
fallen heroes through Legion Riders or 
advocating for homeless veterans, the 
American Legion plays a priceless role 
in creating a sense of community 
among veterans of all ages and service 
periods. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the 
American Legion. The Legionnaires 
have a tremendous sense of obligation 
to their community, their State, and 
their Nation. They advocate honestly 
for veterans in Washington, and I look 
forward to meeting with my local Le-
gionnaires later today. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE GATEWAY AT 
BUFFALO 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday we unveiled plans 
for a new, state-of-the-art land port of 
entry at the Peace Bridge in Buffalo, 
New York. 

Deploying the most advanced detec-
tion technology, the Gateway at Buf-
falo will improve national security and 
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public safety. It will cut wait times for 
both passenger and commercial vehi-
cles in half. It will greatly improve air 
quality in the neighboring community. 
It will improve aesthetics with new 
L.E.D. lighting, landscaping, and pub-
lic art. 

This plan will improve our region’s 
growing economic relationship with 
Canada, leveraging $30 billion in com-
merce and over $200 billion in economic 
activity, supporting over 1 million 
jobs. This plan is long overdue. It is a 
plan that our community deserves and 
a gateway that is worthy of the prom-
ise and potential of our future in Buf-
falo and western New York and our re-
lationship economically and otherwise 
with the great country of Canada. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in the wake of yet another mass 
shooting in this country to ask the 
House of Representatives to summon 
the courage to actually do something 
to prevent the next terrible tragedy. 

Last evening we held a moment of si-
lence on this floor, and what I fear is 
that, again, that moment of silence 
will be followed by days of silence by 
this House, by weeks of silence by this 
House, by months of silence by this 
House on the very question of gun vio-
lence in this country. 

There are things we can do to move 
past the typical partisan response: the 
legislation that I and three others 
crafted, bipartisan legislation, to regu-
late these terrible bump stocks that 
could have prevented the tragedy in 
Las Vegas from being as bad as it was. 

Other things we can do that we agree 
on: closing the background check loop-
hole, making sure that if you are too 
dangerous to fly on an airplane, you 
can’t buy a weapon. 

These are the things that Congress 
ought to take up and that the Amer-
ican people have every right to expect 
us to act upon. 

Let’s do something. 
f 

REPEAL THE 2001 AUMF 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask Speaker RYAN for a debate and a 
vote on our endless wars. It has been 16 
years since Congress first passed the 
2001 Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. At that time, of course, I knew 
then it was going to be a blank check 
to encompass conflicts all around the 
globe, and I couldn’t vote for it. 

It has been used for operations in 
Niger, Syria, Libya, Somalia, and 
many other countries. It has been used 
to justify the war against ISIS, which 
did not exist, of course, when this 
AUMF was first written. 

Simply put, the 2001 AUMF has be-
come a blank check for any President 
to wage war, anytime, anywhere, any-
place, without the consent of Congress. 
In 2016, the Congressional Research 
Service documented 37 times it had 
been used in an unclassified report. 
Now, in 2018, it has increased to 41 
times. 

The Constitution is clear: Congress, 
not the White House, is tasked with 
the solemn responsibility to declare 
war. 

We have turned a blind eye to these 
conflicts. They have spiraled out of 
control. Today a bipartisan group of 
Members, the Progressive Caucus and 
the House Freedom Caucus, will be 
hosting an ad hoc hearing to demand a 
debate and vote on these ongoing wars. 

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. We 
need to repeal the 2001 AUMF and, yes, 
give at least 8 months while the cur-
rent one is in place to debate and vote 
on a new AUMF. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, how 
many people must die for Congress to 
act and address the severe epidemic of 
gun violence in America? 

We were devastated by the massacres 
in Newtown; Las Vegas; Orlando; and 
most recently in Parkland, Florida. On 
the Hill today are the courageous stu-
dents from the Parkland high school, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas. They came 
to Washington with one message: for 
Congress to take action now on gun vi-
olence. 

Action doesn’t mean holding mo-
ments of silence. Action doesn’t mean 
tweeting thoughts and prayers. Action 
means passing meaningful legislation, 
like the overwhelming majority of 
Americans are pleading with us to do. 

We should start by banning weapons 
of war, like the AR–15 and high-capac-
ity magazines. We should allow the 
CDC to once again research the causes 
of gun violence that can better protect 
our communities. And we should also 
act to pass legislation to require uni-
versal background checks. 

Yesterday, Democrats filed a motion 
to force a vote on universal back-
ground checks. Not a single Republican 
has signed on to the motion. I implore 
my Republican colleagues to sign up to 
call for action because inaction means 
that more people will die and more 
families will grieve and our students 
will continue to feel unsafe. 

f 

HONORING BILLY GRAHAM 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege today to rise to honor the life 
of America’s pastor. Last week we 

mourned the loss of Reverend Billy 
Graham, who passed away at the age of 
99 in his beloved home of North Caro-
lina. 

As one of the most influential pas-
tors of the 20th century, Reverend Gra-
ham traveled the world to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to millions of 
people. In fact, he preached to more 
people than anyone who has ever lived. 

As a young man, I have very fond 
memories of my family all coming to-
gether to sit in front of the television 
to watch Reverend Graham’s crusades. 
His message of God’s love, mercy, for-
giveness, and justice deeply influenced 
not only me but also many in our Na-
tion’s history. In today’s day and age, 
we desperately need another Billy Gra-
ham to give hope to a deceived, con-
fused, and hopeless populace. 

Reverend Graham preached the 
truth. He lived it. And we know that 
the truth will set us free. But more im-
portantly, Billy Graham has heard the 
words from the Savior of the world: 
Well done, my good and faithful serv-
ant. 

Billy Graham will be sorely missed, 
but his memory will live on in the 
hearts and minds of those millions of 
people he helped. And as Billy Graham 
would say, all glory be to God. 

f 

b 1115 

NATIONAL ANTI-HUNGER WEEK 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, this is 
National Anti-Hunger Week. The 
United States is the richest nation on 
Earth. We are a land of abundance. And 
yet millions of people in our country 
go to bed hungry every single night. 

They are called food insecure, but 
what it is is that they are hungry, and 
programs like the food stamp program, 
the SNAP program, have enjoyed bi-
partisan support for decades because 
great leaders, people like George 
McGovern, Bob Dole, Ted Kennedy, 
Jack Kennedy, and people like Jake 
Javits, said that we have a moral obli-
gation to combat hunger in the United 
States. 

What we need to do is to strengthen 
the SNAP program, not sabotage it. 
This administration’s new proposals to 
implement strict work requirements 
are a thinly veiled attempt to throw 
people off of the program. 

The vast majority of SNAP recipi-
ents already work if they can. USDA’s 
most recent data shows that work 
rates have been increasing year after 
year. 

The food box proposal is an attack on 
the dignity of the families that have 
fallen on hard times. Undermining 
SNAP will not eradicate hunger. It 
throws many Americans into deep pov-
erty and desperation at times when 
they need support the most. 

Food insecurity affects veterans, 
working families, children, workers, 
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